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22 November 2004

MACARTHUR REGION A MAGNET FOR 

BUSINESS TOURISM MARKET 
Business tourism – conferences and meetings – is Australia’s highest growth tourism market. And now the Macarthur region is poised to gain a share of this lucrative market following an industry tour showcasing its attractions to a range of Professional Conference Organisers.

On 11 and 12 November, representatives from Sydney Wide Conferences toured the Macarthur region, and paid a visit to a number of our leading meeting and conference venues sampling a taste of what the area can offer. Participants on the tour included conference organisers from a number of major management companies such as Outstanding Results, Destination Pacific Australia, AICUM, AJB Publishing, as well as representatives from Greater Sydney Tourism, and various tour companies.

Mayor of Campbelltown, Cr Brenton Banfield, said that Campbelltown City Council is a partner in the Greater Sydney Business Tourism Project, a joint venture that aims to grow the total business tourism market in the Greater Sydney Region. 

“Currently, 94% of the market operates in the Sydney CBD,” he said, “and this was a wonderful opportunity for us to highlight the first class facilities and wide variety of attractions available here. Boasting a range of exciting entertainment and fine dining experiences, the region offers a unique combination of city opportunities and tranquil country surroundings– all less than an hour’s travel time from the Sydney CBD.” 

Over the two day tour, conference organisers enjoyed a taste of action, nature, local produce and local hospitality. Included in the tour of our region’s leading meeting and conference facilities was an aerial flight over the region; a visit to Mount Annan Botanic Garden; and a drop-in on the set of a new movie starring world-renowned actor, Sam Neil, at Sweeney’s. 

Feedback received from participants following the tour has been very encouraging.  Exhibition Manager for AICUM, Ms Fay Morritt, said that the two-day tour of Macarthur certainly opened her eyes to the value of the region as a conference destination and hopes to utilise some of the facilities in the near future. 

Gary Simpson from Destination Pacific said that he had a delightful, not to mention enlightening time and that the region has distinct possibilities for some of his many clients. 

One of the main activities included in the Business Tourism Project is the Sydney Wide Conferences website, which features a stunning page on the Macarthur Experience aimed at enticing conference organisers to consider Macarthur as an attractive alternative to traditional city venues. For more information, visit: www.sydneywideconferences.com.au, or contact Campbelltown Visitor Information Centre ‘Quondong’, on 4645 4921.
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