MEDIA RELEASE

19 December 2003 – For Immediate Release

SYDNEY’S SECRETS EXPOSED

A new side of Sydney will be showcased in a series of promotions to expose what has been described as some of “Sydney’s Secrets”.  Conference venues and services located outside the Sydney CBD are set to benefit from the initiative being undertaken by Sydney Wide Conferences.

A one-stop information hub of venues and services specifically providing for the conference and events market in Greater Sydney has been launched.  The web portal – www.sydneywideconferences.com.au - lists accommodation venues, exhibition space, team building companies, attractions and equipment suppliers.  And they all have one thing in common – that they are NOT located in Sydney City.

“The project targets people who are looking for something different”, says Matt McDonell, Chairman of Greater Sydney Tourism.  “Everyone has done the city hotel type of conference.  This project highlights everything from riverfront properties on the Hawkesbury, unique historical venues of Parramatta and very challenging team building sports that you just can’t get in the city”.

The website is the central focus of the Greater Sydney Business Tourism Project – a joint government-industry program aimed at increasing the conference market outside the city areas of Sydney.  The project was devised by Greater Sydney Tourism and received funding from 17 partners including federal, state and local governments.

The 18 month project has now moved into a new phase with the appointment of the first ever Business Development Manager for Greater Sydney.  Louize Godlonton has been appointed to introduce the product to industry buyers.  With seven years in the tourism industry including Director of Sales & Marketing for international consulting firm Australian Attractions and Partnership Co-ordinator for the Hotel Motel Accommodation Association, Louize is exceptionally experienced at introducing new product.

“I just love Sydney and I am finding more and more that people want to really dig deeper and explore beyond the usual places,” Louize believes.  “Yes they love the harbour and the Opera House but they’ve been there, done that. Conference organisers are also craving new product that will set them apart from others.”

“The Great thing about the venues outside the CBD is that you can still include some of the Sydney icons in the package but you are offering conference delegates a side of Sydney they haven’t seen before. You still have easy access to airport and other transport facilities but you give the delegates something different.  A different event is a memorable one”.

“And there is a lot of excitement out there from the operators too.  A lot of small businesses in Greater Sydney have been waiting for a project like this to come along so they can show off their secrets.”

Louize will be offering familiarisation tours and site visits to assist conference organisers to find the product that meets their needs.  She can be contacted at: bdm@sydneywideconferences.com.au.

WHAT’S NEW IN GREATER SYDNEY – in box at end of the story?

· New Exhibition Centre - Rosehill Gardens near Parramatta has opened a new 4000 square metre exhibition and events centre.  The centre is column free with a high ceiling and offers easy parking for up to 6,000 cars.  More Info: www.stc.com.au.

· Crowne Plaza Goes West – Norwest International Hotel at Castle Hill has become Crowne Plaza Norwest.  Located 35 minutes from the city, the 132 room corporate offers high speed internet to every room, versatile meeting rooms and a 300 seat ball room. More Info: Phone 02 9634 9634.

· Going Solo – Many conference organisers search for exclusive use facilities for sales and management conferences.  Bandusia Retreat in the MacDonald Valley is a boutique centre offering accommodated conferences for up to 18 people.  No Sydney conference venue can provide such a quiet, unspoilt environment nestled within the beautiful world heritage Greater Blue Mountains area.  More Info: www.bandusia.com.au.

The Greater Sydney Business Tourism Project is an Australian Government initiative developed by Greater Sydney Tourism Inc. with support from the GROW Employment Council.

The Project partners are:

· Greater Sydney Tourism Inc.

· Commonwealth Department of Transport and Regional Services

· GROW Employment Council

· Sydney Convention and Visitors Bureau through the NSW Convention Bureau

· NSW Department of State & Regional Development

· Greater Western Sydney Economic Development Board

· Sydney West Marketing

· Bankstown City Council

· Baulkham Hills Shire Council

· Blacktown City Council

· Campbelltown City Council

· Camden Shire Council

· Parramatta City Council

· Penrith City Council

· Sutherland Shire Council

· Wollondilly Shire Council

· Hills-Hornsby Regional Tourism Association

· Tourism Hawkesbury Inc.

Media Contact – Matthew McDonell, Chairman Greater Sydney Business Tourism Project
                               Page 1 of 2
Phone: 8853 1911 (bh), 0412 705 081 (ah).  Email: mmcdonel@bhsc.nsw.gov.au

